
Orin: parksomewhere,with
mymother.How oldwasI? Itwascold,
of us, therewereno leaveson thetrees;

ourbreathscame
out in front

gray sky, two
ducksinthepond,disconsolate.Breadcrumbsunder

myfingers,inmy pocket.
That'sit: shesaidwe were going tofeedthe

ducks. burningbooks, that'swhatshewas
But thereweresome

women

really there for. To see
herfriends; she'd lied to me,Saturdayswere

supposedtobe
my day. I turned awayfromher,sulking,towardsthe

ducks,but the fire drewme
back.

Therewere somemen, too,amongthe women.andthe books were
magazines.Theymusthavepouredgasoline,

because theflamesshot

high, and
then they began dumping the magazines, from boxes, not

too many ata
time. Some ofthem were chanting;onlookers gathered.

Their faceswere happy, ecstaticalmost. Firecan do that.Evenmy
mother's face, usually pale,thinnish, looked ruddyand cheerful,like

a Christmas card;and there was
another woman, large,with a soot

smeardown her cheek andan orange knittedcap, rememberher.
You want to throw one on, honey?

she said.How oldwas I?

Goodriddance to bad rubbish, she said,chuckling. It okay? she
said to mymother.
If she wants to,mymother said; shehad away of talkingaboutme

to others as if I couldn't hear.
The woman handed me one of the magazines. It had a pretty

woman on it, withnoclothes on, hangingfrom the ceiling by a chain

wound around her hands. Ilookedat it with interest. It didn'tfrighten
me. I thought she was swinging, like Tarzan from a vine, on the TV.
Don't let her see it, saidmymother. Here, she said to me, tossitin,

quick.
I threw themagazine into the flames. Itriffledopenin the wind of

its burning; big flakes of paper came loose, sailed into the air, still on
fire, parts ofwomen's bodies,turningto black ash in the air, beforemy
eyes.

But then what happens,but then what happens?
know lost time.

Theremust have beenneedles, pills, somethinglikethat.Icouldn*
have lost that much time without help. Youhave had a shock, they
said.
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